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Synopsis

In 2001, at 47, Thomas DeWolf was astounded to discover that he was related to the most
successful slave-trading family in American history, responsible for transporting at least 10,000
Africans to the Americas. His infamous ancestor, U.S. senator James DeWolf of Bristol, of Rhode
Island, curried favor with President Jefferson to continue in the trade after it was outlawed. When
James DeWolf died in 1837, he was the second-richest man in America.lnheriting the Trade is Tom
DeWolf’s powerful and disarmingly honest memoir of the journey in which 10 family members
retraced the steps of their ancestors and uncovered the hidden history of New England and the
other northern states.Their journey through the notorious Triangle Trade - from New England to
West Africa to Cuba - proved life-altering, forcing DeWolf to face the horrors of slavery directly for
the first time. It also inspired him to contend with the complicated legacy that continues to affect
black and white Americans, Africans, and Cubans today.Inheriting the Trade reveals that the North’s
involvement in slavery was as common as the South’s. Not only were black people enslaved in the
North for over 200 years, but the vast majority of all slave trading in America was done by
Northerners.With searing candor, DeWolf tackles both the internal and external challenges of his
journey, writing frankly about feelings of shame, white-male privilege, the complicity of churches,
America’s historic amnesia regarding slavery - and our nation’s desperate need for healing.An
urgent call for meaningful and honest dialogue, Inheriting the Trade illuminates a path toward a
more hopeful future and provides a persuasive argument that the legacy of slavery isn't merely a

Southern issue but an enduring American one.
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Customer Reviews

Most people who have taken the time to review Thomas DeWolf’s "Inheriting The Trade: A Northern
Family Confronts lts Legacy as the Largest Slave Trading Dynasty in U.S. History" give this book
extremely high marks. Reviewer Linda Pagliuco begs to differ. She deemed the book worthy of a
mere two stars and opined that the book "reminds me of those self-indulgent, melodramatic
"encounter groups" that were so popular in the 1970’s. Let’s beat up on each other for things we
never did, just for being who we are." This is a fair point but | cannot dismiss this story altogether.
Rather, | applaud the DeWolf family for participating in this ambitious project with the goal of
discovering for themselves the horrible truths surrounding how the family fortune was made. In
documenting the group’s emotional journey from Bristol Rl to West Africa and then back to Cuba,
Thomas Dewolf offers his readers unique insights into how the nasty business of the Triangle Trade
was conducted. Even though | have read a couple of other books on the slave trade | found that
"Inheriting The Trade" presents this sordid tale of human misery from a very intimate perspective
that | simply have not found anywhere else.They called themselves the "Family of Ten". The
members of the DeWolf family who participated in this project hailed from points all over the nation.
Author Thomas Dewolf resides in Bend, OR and had never met any of the family members before.
The group met for the very first time in Bristol, Rl in July 2001 at the behest of Katrina Browne and
over the next several weeks would embark on an adventure that would change them all forever.
One of the objectives of the project was to produce a documentary film about the experience they
were all about to share.
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